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Parish Newsletter: The Baptism of the Lord, Year C 9 January 2022
Holy Days of Obligation (Australia): Feast of the Assumption (15 August) and Christmas Day (25 December).

It’s my home, my family …
This is the second weekend that I am celebrating Holy Eucharist as
part of our parish family. Last weekend we were singing and praying together
with great joy as I joined our St. Dympna’s community.
I pray to God every day and humbly request you to make this joy
stronger and stronger.
www.covid19.qld.gov
.au/check-in-qld

Mass and
Service Times

Weekend Mass
Saturday
Sunday

8.00am
6.00pm
7.00am,
9.00am
and
5.00pm

Your great support in different church activities is so appreciated,
particularly in liturgical and economic matters and for all the other different
areas too. The choir groups and the people who prepare the church for the
celebration of Holy Eucharist are doing a great service for our community.
I have found this to be a great welcoming and sharing community. How
important it is to have your generous cooperation and help for our church
during this difficult time of pandemic! I’m sure our community is moving
forward together, looking towards a glorious future.
Let me introduce myself in a few words. I belong to the Carmelites of
Mary Immaculate religious Order. My dad, two sisters and three brothers, all
live in Kerala, India. While I was doing my graduate studies, my mother
entered eternal life.

Monday,
Wednesday,
Thursday and

I enjoyed my childhood at home with my family and was very much
interested in being involved in all the church activities. Part way through my
higher secondaries studies, I joined the seminary (at the age of 17) and I
completed my further studies in various universities in Kerala, Maharashtra
and Punjab. I spent one year in Kashmir, teaching in a school and completed
my higher studies in Theology in Rome.

Benediction and
Adoration of the
Blessed

I was ordained a priest on 17 April 2004.. In our congregation there are
more than 3000 members from Kerala and they are sent to different parts of
the world with the mission of sharing the Gospel and I’m fortunate to have
come here to Australia.

Weekday Mass

Exposition held
after Mass
Friday 7am 9.00am
All are invited to join
Reconciliation
After Mass
Wed, Thurs, Fri and
Sat (am)

I came to Australia together with your former Parish Priest, Fr John
Panamthottam six years ago. Fr John is a great friend of mine and I heard so
much about this parish from him; lots of good things about this community
and I am so excited to be with you to share my priestly life.
I received my ministry at St. Dymphna’s Aspley with great joy and
gratitude, ready to do all the spiritual activities together in our parish. I thank
God for all the graces he showers on all of us. Let our good God bind us
together always in His great love.
May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Mother, intercede for us.

Fr Biju PP

LITURGY OF THE WORD
The Baptism of Lord
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-30
Oh, bless the Lord, my soul!
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Gospel: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
John said: He who is to come is mightier than I;
he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
Acclamation of Faith:
Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

COMMUNITY NEWS
_

WE ARE ONE IN OUR PARISH
Home visits ‘Fr Biju is available for home
visitation for Communion, prayer or even
just a ‘cuppa’.
Altar Servers Would you or your child, or someone
you know like to be part of our altar servers team?
Blessings Would you like Fr Biju to bless anything
which is of great importance to you? Homes, cars, and
devotional objects.
Significant occasions Do you know anyone
celebrating a special occasion, anniversary, birthday,
achievement or milestone? Please contact the parish
office and it can be included in the Newsletter.
Volunteers Would you or someone you know like
to be a volunteer in our parish?

We give praise and thanks for blessings given and
prayers answered. We pray for all our family
members, parishioners and benefactors who are
in need of prayer and for all those who are facing
difficult times. We pray for them and for those who
have asked for our prayers.
SICKNESS: Our prayers are asked for people
who are sick or housebound, and for all those who
are in hospital, hospice or nursing homes.
Especially: Father Peter Luton (former Parish
Priest)
CONDOLENCE: Our prayers and thoughts are with
those who are mourning the death of loved ones.
Especially: Andrew Philip D’Souza, Joyce Crough,
Andrew Hegarty and Blanche Moses.
If you would like the parish to pray for and have
someone’s name listed in our prayers each week,
Intention envelopes can be delivered to the Parish
Office.

ALTAR SERVERS
If your child interested in joining
this exciting group in our parish,
there will be training and get
together
For more information, please
contact Ike, Altar server
co-ordinator on 0466 013 119.
Thank you and we hope to see
your child joining the group.

If you are interested, please contact the parish office or
Fr Biju personally.

COVID19 VACCINATION DEADLINE
23 JANUARY
PLEASE NOTE: The deadline for parish
employees, contractors and some parish
volunteers to provide proof of vaccinations is 23
January 2022. Therefore, all parish employees,
contractors, and some volunteers will need to have
received two doses of a COVID-19 vaccination by
23 January, 2022 or provide the appropriate
medical exemption to continue their role.
Typical volunteer roles that require to be vaccinated
include:
Administration work in parish office,
Extraordinary
Minister
of
Holy
Communion,
Safeguarding Local Officer,
Ministries involving
children such as: Catechists, Leaders of Children’s
Liturgy of the Word, Sacramental Coordinators and
Altar Server Coordinators.
Please submit your
proof of vaccination
certificate to the Parish
Office or contact the
office if you have any
questions.
Thank you.

LITURGY CORNER
RITE FOR THE BLESSING
AND SPRINKLING OF WATER
As we gather this weekend to
celebrate the Solemnity of the
Baptism of our Lord, the Rite for
the Blessing and Sprinkling of
Water will substitute for the
Penitential Act in the Introductory
Rite for all Masses. In this Rite, Fr Biju will sprinkle
Holy Water on all of us, gathered in faith. It is
customary to make the Sign of the Cross when we are
sprinkled with Holy Water to acknowledge our Baptism
in the Trinity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
The use of this Rite to replace
the Penitential Act still
focusses on the forgiveness of
our sin as we profess in the
Creed, ‘I confess one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins…’.

SAINT OF THE WEEK
JANUARY 9: THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

The Baptism of the Lord
Jesus was baptised in the Jordan River by John. Why
did Jesus do this?
The baptism of Jesus was not like ours. Jesus was not
just joining the group around John the Baptist. Rather
Jesus was expressing solidarity with all people in a
baptism of new life.
Jesus was baptised to show us clearly the need for the
sacrament of baptism. Jesus was baptised to sanctify
water which would be used for our baptism.
JANUARY 13: ST HILARY

ASPLEYCARE
CAN YOU SPARE 4 HOURS PER WEEK TO
HELP PEOPLE IN NEED?
Aspleycare is a Parish based Emergency Relief group
staffed by volunteers, who serve the Brisbane
Northside community by responding to the needs of
people in a Christian, neighbourly and practical way.
Aspleycare provides emergency relief to people in need
by advising of options available to them, as well as help
with material (e.g. food parcels) and/or financial aid to
meet an immediate need.
Aspleycare is currently in need of volunteers. We
urgently need volunteers who can assist on any day,
Monday to Friday between 10.00am and 2.00pm. By
offering your time and talents, you can assist and
improve the lives of others within the greater
community on the northside of Brisbane. There are
a variety of roles available ranging from receptionist,
interviewer, as well as coordination, liaison, planning,
fund-raising and financial positions.
Being part of Aspleycare can be extremely rewarding.
As well as being part of something that contributes to
the lives of others, it can challenge and encourage
you in your walk with Jesus. Aspleycare is located in
the grounds of Our Lady and St Dympna’s Church,
479 Robinson Rd, Aspley.
To record your expression of interest please send
your details via email to secretary@aspleycare.org.au
or call 3862 7145.

HILARY, bishop, doctor of the church
Born in Poitiers (France) about 315, Hilary died there on
this day in 368. A married man with a family, he
became a Christian and was elected bishop of his
native city. He was often referred to as the ‘Athanasius
of the West’ because of his strenuous defence of the
divinity of Christ against the Arians and for which he
was exiled by the emperor. He is remembered for his
gentle, courteous and friendly nature, and for his
contribution to the Western understanding of the Trinity.

Are you a Minister of the Word?
Break Open the Word 2022 is here!
BREAK OPEN THE WORD contains all the
readings, psalms and valuable
reflections for the Liturgical Year. We
are about to begin Year C-First Sunday
of Advent. Would like a copy of this
book? It is available at a discounted
price of $10.00 in the church piety stall.
This resource is most helpful as you prepare your
reading for the Sundays on which you are rostered
and we strongly recommend you purchase a copy.
AVAILABLE NOW IN THE PIETY STALL
IN THE FOYER OF THE CHURCH!

* ROSTERS *
15/16 January

6.00 p.m. Mass
in anticipation of
Sunday

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

S. Hughes (B)
R. Campbell

7.00 a.m Mass
I. Spanevello (B)
A. Spanevello

9.00 a.m. Mass
T. Hoang (B)
J. Ferris

5.00 p.m. Mass
M. Hiopewell (B)
B. Hopewell

COUNTERS
16 January
J. Bissell
R. Meekcoms
B. McGorry

Ministers of the Word
First Reading
E. Arpon
Second
Reading
F. Xavier
Prayer of the Faithful
I. Dove

First Reading
M, Campbell
Second Reading
G. Bortuzzo
Prayer of the Faithful
R. Campbell

First Reading
E. Lebajo
Second Reading
R. Meekoms
Prayer of the Faithful
J. Bissell

M. Orcullo

CHURCH CLEANING

29 January
Volunteers
5 February
David Francis
11 February
Volunteers

DYMPNA’S DIARY
Sun

9

Mon

10

Tues

11

Wed

12

The Baptism of the Lord

Thurs 13 St Hilary, bishop, doctor
Fri

14

Sat

15 Saturday Mass of the Virgin Mary

Sun

16 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Date Claimers:

Laptop Operator

Music Ministry

Light of Jesus
Family

Light of Jesus
family

M. Blight

Nancy
Rod/Sylvester

Volunteer please

Yvonne
Claude

Volunteer please

Kelli
Di/Suzan

M.Delbridge
T. Delbridge

J. Mascarenhas
J. Mascarenhas

22 January
Volunteers
Nigel Hughes

30 January
S. Sherwood
D. Jago
T. Salvati
M. Scott

Keane
Kimi

First Reading
C. Fernandes
Second
Reading
J. Fernandes
Prayer of the Faithful
S.SooChoon

15 January
Savio and Jinella

23 January
D. Francis
D.McCudden
C. Leung

Altar Servers

HYMNS 15/16 JANUARY

SING A NEW SONG
LIVING WATER
GIFT OF FINEST WHEAT
A TRUSTING PSALM

CATHOLIC LEADER
THE CATHOLIC LEADER
PAPER

AVAILABLE AT THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL PIETY STALL
IN THE FOYER OF THE CHURCH OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE:

https://catholicleader.com.au/
COVID19 VOLUNTEERS
Marshalls: Two Volunteers for each Mass. (Marshalls
should be less than 70 years of age. If over 70, you must be
prepared to wear a mask. Marshalls assist with Check-in and
ensure operation under the parish Covidsafe Plan. CovidSafe Government venue number restrictions of 175 still in
place.)
Cleaners: Every Mass or event must have at least SEVERAL people sanitise church. (Cleaners are NOT restricted by age but must be in good health. f 70 or over, you
must be prepared to wear a mask.)

