
PARISH OF OUR LADY AND ST DYMPNA  
Parish Address: 479 Robinson Road West, Aspley 4034 

Parish Newsletter 31 January 2021, 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B                            
Holy days of Obligation: In Australia we have the Feast of the Assumption (15 August) and Christmas Day (25 December). 
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Deut 18:15-20; 1 Cor 7:32-35; Mark 1:21-28  

 

Moses was the Law giver. When he promised that God would raise another prophet like 
himself, it may be interpreted as indicating that this prophet will be the giver of a New 
Law. This is indeed how we Christians read texts such as this Sunday’s first reading 
(Deut 18:15-20). We manage this also because while the context reveals that more than 
one prophet is envisaged, probably at different times, the construction is cast in the  
singular. So, one reading is that there will be a series of prophets, one after another, 
while the other reading is that there will be a single Prophet, the Christ. There is another  
christological reading too: the prophet will also be one from among them; he will be born 
of this people. Technically, according to the Exodus account, Moses was a Hebrew, but 
being raised by the class of oppressors of his own people, and having fled to a foreign 
land, he came to the Hebrews as more of an outsider. The new prophet would truly be 
one of their own. Jesus was born among them, though in a previously unnamed Galilean 
backwater, and walked among them, drawing followers to himself from his own  
compatriots, as we heard last Sunday. From the outset he is seen to be charismatic, for 
those he encountered and called followed him promptly.  

 

In today’s gospel (Mark 1:21-28) Jesus and his disciples reach the fishing village  
Capernaum, and there he teaches in the synagogue on the Sabbath. Here he is  
presented as one with a teaching that is new. Here also we find one of the  
characteristically  
Marcan structures, where an episode is sandwiched between two parts of another con-
struction. In this case, two synonyms indicate the “sandwich” of this device in v.22 and 
27, but the first is weakened in our Lectionary’s translation: exeplēssonto (from ekplēssō) 
became “made a deep impression on them” rather than the more direct “they were 
amazed/ astounded”, with its counterpart ethambēthēsan (from thambeō), “they were 
astonished”. They are first amazed by his teaching, and their astonishment is confirmed 
when his authoritative teaching is demonstrated in action, the sandwich’s filling. In it is a 
man with an unclean spirit, and such unclean spirits are the first to recognize Jesus for 
who he really is. But when the man speaks, it is in the plural, “What do you want with us? 
Have you come to destroy us?” This sometimes trips people up into thinking of the man 
as one possessed by many demons who fear what Jesus will do to them. But even the 
order Jesus gave, “Be muzzled!”, is in the singular. So, who is the “us” the man speaks 
for?  

 

We may approach this by way of the clue of Mark’s device: the two things are one thing, 
or, breaking away from the concrete example of the sandwich we eat, it is the unfolding 
in time of a twofold manifestation of the same process: Jesus comes to set free. The new 
teaching that sets people free, which throughout the four Gospels is the remission of sin 
and debt, is manifested in the man set free from the unclean spirit; Jesus has not come 
to destroy us, certainly not to punish us sinners according to the usual way of law, but 
to free us. The man is set free from that which causes his social isolation and he is  
restored to society.  

 

But finally a word about the second reading. This one passage does not mean that  
Christianity has an aversion to marriage, which Paul here likens to a noose or halter, nor 
even to human love and sexuality. Paul was working from the mistaken belief that the 
world would soon end, which makes attention to any long-term plan in the world a waste 
of time. What remains good in what he said is that it reveals the expectation that the duty 
of marriage is for husbands and wives to be devoted to pleasing each other. Paul finds 
this so much a necessity that it imposes on their ability to attend to the work of the  
Kingdom. Another take on it, however, might suggest to Paul that in marriage husbands 
and wives may better enable and support one another in their work for the Kingdom.  

 

Excerpt: Liturgia.com.au Homily Help - Rev Dr Barry Craig -  4th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 

Mass and Service 

Times (face masks 

mandatory till 22 

January) 

Weekend Mass  

Saturday 6.00pm  

Sunday 7.00am, 

9.00am 

& 

5.00pm  

Weekday Mass 

Mon, Tue, 

Wed and Fri 

(NO 

Thursday 

Mass) 

6.30am  

 Exceptions 

Saturday 

and  

Public 

Holidays 

8.00am  

 

Benediction and 

Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament: 

Exposition held after 

Mass  

Friday resumes February  

All are invited to join this 

devotion. 

Reconciliation 

By appointment  

Parish School:   St Dympna’s Catholic Primary 

Principal:  Janet Smith 

Phone:   3263 6788 Fax: 3263 7551 

Email:    paspley@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Website:  www.stdympnas.qld.edu.au 

Parish Priest: Father Sunny Mathew  
Parish Staff: Diane (Sacramental Coordinator) Katrina (Administration) 
Office hours:  9am to 1pm Monday - Friday                                          
Phone:    3862 9402  
Email:   aspley@bne.catholic.net.au 
Website:  www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com 

https://www.trybooking.com/BJXIV
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4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 94:1-2,6-9 

If today your hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Second Reading:  

1 Corinthians 7:32-35 

Gospel: Mark 1: 21-28 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

The kingdom of God is near:                               

believe the Good News. 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Acclamation of Faith: 

Save us Saviour of the World                                       

for by Your Cross  and Resurrection,                           

You have set us free. 

We give praise and thanks for blessings given and 

prayers answered. We pray for all our family 

members, parishioners and benefactors who are in 

need of prayer and for all those who are facing 

difficult times. We pray for them and for those who 

have asked for our prayers.    

CONDOLENCE: Our prayers and thoughts are with 
those who are mourning the death of loved ones.  

Especially: Kevin Cosgrove 

SICKNESS: Our prayers  are  asked  for  people 
who are sick or housebound, and for all those who are 
in hospital, hospice or nursing homes.   

If you would like the parish to pray for and have 
someone’s name listed in our prayers each week, 
Intention envelopes can be delivered to the Parish 
office.   

Liturgy of the Word 

Baptism preparation:  

3rd Saturday 10.30am 

Infant Baptism:  

2nd & 4th Sunday after 9am Mass  

Please allow 3 months notice to Parish for Baptism.  

Further information and application:                                  

http://www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com/baptism.html 

 

Marriage 

Please allow 6 months notice to Parish for Marriage.  

Further information:                                                              

http://www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com/

marriage.html  

 

You are most welcome to contact the Parish Office for 

further information.  Phone: 3862 9402 

 

HELP YOUR PARISH IN COVID TIME 

 To cancel a booking, please go to the email you 

received after booking and click on ‘process   

refund’ 

 If you make a booking, please  ensure that you 

come to that Mass 

 If you do not come when you have booked, 

someone else misses out on a seat 

 Please come at least 10 minutes early so that the 

Marshalls are able to attend the beginning of 

Mass  

WEEKDAY MASS HAS RESUMED (please see front) 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday at 6.30am 

Saturday and Public Holidays         

at 8.00am 

BENEDICTION AND ADORATION OF THE                         

BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Exposition held after Mass Friday          

(resumes in February 2021) 

All are invited to join this devotion.  

Baptism 

A VOCATION VIEW:              

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

- Year B 

 Jesus speaks as one having 
authority. As we follow God’s call 
we remember the same authority 
passed down to the Church that 
she might guide us closer to Christ 
and help us discern our vocation.  

To talk to someone about your vocation, contact the 

Vocation Centre:  1300 133 544  

vocationbrisbane.com 

http://www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com/baptism.html
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COVID-19 UPDATE: Masks are no longer mandatory in places of worship, only recommended 
where social distancing cannot be maintained. Please note that Queensland Health strongly           
encourages individuals to carry a face mask at all times, to provide added protection if you are in a 
situation where you cannot maintain social distancing. 

 

Please Note: Due to Government Covid-Safe requirements this will be 
held in the outdoors in front of the parish hall. Social Distancing of 
1.5m will be required and monitored (as per government guidelines). 
Covid-Safe requirements for food and beverage service will be        

adhered to by certified volunteers. All volunteers serving food must complete the Qld TAFE COVID safe dining-in 
training online at: https://covidsafework.tafeqld.edu.au/course/126/covid-safe-work-training-for-dining-in. This 
course takes approx. 20 minutes to complete. Once completed please forward a copy of the certificate to the   
parish office  for inclusion on the Volunteer Register.                                                                                                                                                                        

 

COVID-SAFE ASH WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUARY                                                                                                       
The Congregation for Divine Worship recently published a note detailing how Catholic priests 
around the world are to distribute ashes on Ash Wednesday, 17 February. These               
recommendations are in line with keeping our parishioners, employees and volunteers 
COVID-safe. Therefore, this Ash Wednesday, parishes in the  Archdiocese of Brisbane will 
sprinkle ashes on the heads of the faithful instead of the traditional marking on the forehead. 

If your child has received Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, we are inviting 
them to participate in the preparation and celebration of the Sacrament of      
Penance (Confession).  In the year when the children turn ten (Year Five) they 
are prepared to  celebrate more fully the Sacrament of Penance with individual 
confession and absolution.  
 
The program runs over a period of six weeks and concludes with the Sacrament 
on Saturday 27th March from 4:00pm - 5:00pm.  

Please enrol online: 

ONLINE ENROLMENT  http://www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com/penance-reconcilation.html  

 OPENED  6.00pm Wednesday 27th January and CLOSES 6.00pm 9th February 

PARISH UPDATES 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

SAVING STAMPS FOR MARY 
MACKILLOP INTERNATIONAL 

MISSION THANK YOU 

On behalf of Mary Mackillop 
Today, I thank you for your 
generous support in supplying 
and assisting with used stamps.  

 

We've had another wonderful year (2020), raising 
approximately $31,000.  A great effort for many, many 
people!  

From 2001 till now the total raised is $409, 000.  

Please continue to support this project through 2021. 
Aspley contact  Denise 3160 0195.  

Further Information: https://www.sosj.org.au/saving-
stamps-for-mary-mackillop-international-mission/ 

 

 Meuris and Claude 
Gonsalves would like to 
thank our parish community 
for remembering Meuris at 
the time of her illness 
and as she makes perfect 
recovery.  

 Garden -- We thank Ajo Jose of WORLD OF  
SPICES (Taigum & Aspley)  and Marie Kinne for         
donating towards the church garden.  

HEALING MASS 

Are you in need of healing?  Register to attend the first 
Friday of the month Healing Mass at St. Mary            
Magdalene's, Cecil Road, Bardon, Friday, 5th               
February, 2021, at 7.30pm. Fr. Thomas Varkey,     
Parish Priest, will be the celebrant. Personal healing 
prayer will be available. COVID restrictions will be   
followed. Register attendance by contacting Len Airey 
on 0421977849 or by email, lenpatairey@gmail.com   

https://covidsafework.tafeqld.edu.au/course/126/covid-safe-work-training-for-dining-in
http://www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com/penance-reconcilation.html
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R o s t e r s  

6/7 February 

Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy 

Communion 

Ministers of the Word Altar Servers Laptop Operator Music Ministry 

6.00 p.m. Mass in 
anticipation of Sunday 

  
  
  
D. Salvati (B) 
I.Dove 

First Reading 
J. Pillai 
Second 
Reading 
A.Bortuzzo 
Prayers of 
the Faithful 
L. Dutton 

  

  
  
  
Volunteer please 

Yvonne 
Di/Marie/Suzan 
  

7.00 a.m Mass 
 

  
  
  
J. Vitaliano (B) 
D. O’Keefe 

First Reading 
G. Bortuzzo 
Second Reading 
D. Chiavaro 
Prayers of the Faithful 
D. Francis 

  

  
  
  
S. Vitaliano 

Nancy 
Wendy 
David 

9.00 a.m. Mass   
  
  
Archbishop Mark 
Fr Sunny 

First Reading 
K. Brough 
Second 
Reading 
I.Dove 
Prayers of the Faithful 
K. Tatu 

  

  
  
  
Voliunteer please 

Installation 
Mass Choir 

5.00 p.m. Mass    
   
F. Gowans (B) 
G. Dias 

First Reading 
M. Hopewell 
Second Reading 
B. Hopewell 
Prayers of the Faithful 
B. Kent 

  

  
  
  
Volunteer please 

Kelli 
Rod 

Counters:                   
31 January 
C. Smith 
D. Kehoe 
R. Volter 
J. Coates 
 
7 February 
P. Hislop 
K. Hislop 
I. Dennison 
B. Dennison 
 
 
 
 

Cleaning Church: 
30 January 
Volunteers 
6 February 
D.Francis 
12 February 
Volunteer 
20 February 
Savio and Jinella 
27 February 
Volunteers              
Nigel Hughes 
 
 

 COVID19  VOLUNTEERS: 
 
Marshalls:  2 Volunteers for each Mass 
(Marshalls should be less than 70 years of 
age. If over 70, you must be prepared to 
wear a mask). 
 
Cleaners: Every Mass or event must have 
at least SEVERAL people who stay behind to 
sanitise church (Cleaners are NOT restricted 
by age but must be in good health. If 70 or 
over, you must be prepared to wear a mask).   

 HYMNS: 

Gather your People O Lord 
Gifts of Finest Wheat 
Lift up Your Hearts 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First Reading: Job 7:1-4, 6-7 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 

146: 1-6. Praise the Lord who 

heals the broken-hearted. 

Second Reading:                      

1 Corinthians 9: 16-19, 22-23 

Gospel: Mark 1: 29-39 

 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

He bore our sickness, and en-

dured our suffering. 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

 

 

Next week’s Liturgy 

Sun 31 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mon 1  

Tues 2 The Presentation of the Lord 

Wed 3 St Blaise, bishop, martyr 

St Ansgar, bishop 

Thurs 4  

Fri 5 St Agatha, virgin, martyr 

Sat 6 St Paul Miki and companions, 

martyrs 

Sun 7 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Date Claimers:   FEBRU ARY 7TH,  

2021 SUND AY M ASS AT  9 AM                     

The Ins ta l la t ion  of  Fr  Sunny 

Mathew as Par ish Pr ies t .  MASS 

FULLY BOOKED.  

Dympna’s Diary The Catholic Leader 

The Catholic Leader:           

Keeping faith with you 

Please le t  Jenny in  the      

Piety Sta l l  in  the foyer  o f  

the church know i f  you wi l l  

be purchasing The Catho l ic  

Leader th is  year .                     

As  cred i ts  for  re turn of    

unso ld  papers are no longer       

of fered,  on ly a  speci f ic   

number of  papers can be 

ordered wi l l  be ava i lab le  for  

purchase at  a  cost  of  $4.00.  

P lease p lace your order .  


