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GOD CAME TO US AS A BABY
We often think that we can bargain with God to get the best possible deal out of life. The
problem with this bargaining image is that it is based on faith that does not believe in
Advent. The bargaining image of God is the furthest thing from the mind of the writers of
today's readings – Zephaniah, the Canticle from Isaiah,
Philippians and Luke. Each of
them rejoices in the undeserved gift God gives to the world. We do not deserve God's love
given to us in the Babe of Bethlehem. It is God's overflowing goodness which pours out in
Jesus and through him and the Spirit we have been welcomed into the family of God and
bear his name.
www.covid19.qld.gov
.au/check-in-qld
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These Scriptures remind us that God has not held back one thing in his love for us. By
becoming one with us in our flesh, God has done everything he can to assure us of his
saving love. He has shown us all what can be shown about how to live lives of sacrifice,
justice and love to transform our world.
In today's Gospel John's disciples are full of wanting to know what they can do to earn
God's love. The crowds, tax collectors and soldiers ask what they can do to gain God's
favour. While there is much to do, Advent reminds us every year that all we do is a
response to the initial, undeserved goodness of God.
Still the image of us 'doing a deal' with God is so prevalent in our theology and prayer.
'I will be a better person if I get well.' 'I will return to Sunday Mass if I pass my exams.'
All dreadful stuff. And the Church has to take some responsibility for this and correct it.
Advent teaches us that we have to witness to a God who risked everything so that we might
know love and life in this world and in the next. We hold and proclaim, in season and out of
season, a God who emptied himself of power and might and came to us as a baby.
That's not the profile of a deal-doer. It's the portrait of a lover. Excerpt from Richard Leonard SJ
COMMUNICATING JOY
The lead-up to Christmas has a sense of happy
anticipation, an excitement matched in today’s readings.
We are invited to a truly joyful proclamation of the Good
News. About The Joy of the Gospel, pope Francis wrote:

One cannot but admire the resources that the Lord used
to dialogue with his people, to reveal his mystery to all
All are invited to join and to attract ordinary people by his lofty teachings and
demands. I believe that the secret lies in the way Jesus
this devotion.
looked at people, seeing beyond their weaknesses and
failings: “Fear not little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
Reconciliation
kingdom” (Lk 12:32); Jesus preaches with that spirit. Full of joy in the Spirit, he blesses the
After Mass
Father who draws the little ones to him: “I thank you Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
Wed, Thurs, Fri
you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to
and Sat (am)
babes” (Lk 10:21). The Lord enjoys talking with his people; preachers should try to
communicate that same joy to his listeners. Excerpt ACP

Liturgy of the Word
Third Sunday of Advent
First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-18
Responsorial Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6
Cry out with joy and gladness:
for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.
Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7
Gospel: Luke 3:10-18
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!
Acclamation of Faith:
We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

We give praise and thanks for blessings given and
prayers answered. We pray for all our family
members, parishioners and benefactors who are
in need of prayer and for all those who are facing
difficult times. We pray for them and for those who
have asked for our prayers.
CONDOLENCE: Our prayers and thoughts are
with those who are mourning the death of loved
ones. Especially: Edward Peter Chan, Mary Chan
Lou, Rex Hadfield, Claude D’Souza, Josephine
Trimarchi.
SICKNESS: Our prayers are asked for people
who are sick or housebound, and for all those who
are in hospital, hospice or nursing homes. Especially:
Father Peter Luton (former Parish Priest).
If you would like the parish to pray for and have
someone’s name listed in our prayers each week,
Intention envelopes can be delivered to the Parish
Office.

Community News
WE ARE ONE IN OUR PARISH
Home visits Fr Stanley is available for
home visitation for Communion, prayer or
even just a ‘cuppa’.
Altar Servers Would you or your child, or someone
you know like to be part of our altar servers team?
Blessings Would you like Fr Stanley to bless
anything which is of great importance to you?
Homes, cars, and devotional objects.
Significant occasions Do you know anyone
celebrating a special occasion, anniversary, birthday,
achievement or milestone? Please contact the parish
office and it can be included in the Newsletter.
Volunteers Would you or someone you know
like to be a volunteer in our parish?
If you are interested, please contact the parish office
or Fr Stanley personally.
_____________________________________________
YOUTH CHRISTMAS DINNER / CAROLS
We invite all young parishioners
from upper
primary and beyond

We Ho-Ho-Hope you can join us for a few hours of
fun – pizza and drinks supplied.
This is a great opportunity to celebrate Christmas with
our young people, to enjoy carols and songs, to share
a meal, to meet old friends and, of course, make new
ones.
This social get-together for younger parishioners, and
friends, will be after 5pm Mass on Sunday,
19 December.
Please come join us.
**************************************************
SCHOOL SHELTER SHED CONSTRUCTION
BUILDING DEMOLITION

ALTAR SERVERS INVITATION AND TRAINING

AND

Over the next few weeks, a shelter shed is being built to
shelter students and staff each afternoon from the sun
We are delighted with the increasing
interest shown by parents and children. In and rain. The shed will be built along the strip of grass
between the car park and Robinson Road which is
joining the Parish’s Altar Serving Group.
currently used each school day as a second drive
We welcome anyone who has received
the Sacrament of Holy Communion and
through the pick up area. The structure will also be used
those who are currently serving to join us to provide lighting for the car park.
for training in preparation for the Christmas masses.
From the 6th to 23rd December, demolition of several
Training will be held on training on Saturday 18/12/21
school buildings will occur in the area next to the
at 12.00p.m.
carpark.
If you are unable to attend an alternative time can
Please drive safely in the carpark and follow any
be arranged. For further information please contact:
new direction.
Ikenasio (Ike) Soo Choon on 0466 013 119.
Thank you

St John of the Cross

Liturgy Corner

St John of the Cross is one of the
most profound spiritual powerhouses
in the history of the Church, Doctors
of the Church and Masters of the
spiritual life.

SECOND RITE OF PENANCE
(RECONCILIATION)
The Second Rite of Penance is a
rich and powerful communal
celebration. It begins with the
community listening to the Word
of God followed by a homily that emphasises our
need for repentance and the infinite mercy of God.
During the examination of conscience that follows,
the assembly reflects together on how they may have
failed to live up to their baptismal promises. Several
priests are then available for penitents to individually
confess their sins and be granted absolution. As our
fellow penitents approach the priests, we pray for
them that they may know the fullness of God’s
grace and mercy. The liturgy then concludes with
a proclamation of praise, a prayer of thanksgiving
and a blessing.
In his Year of Mercy address to the faithful in April
2015, Pope Francis said that, ‘God doesn’t move away
from people when they sin, but rather, seeks them out.’
Will you let Him seek you in His mercy this Advent?

Born in Avila, Spain in 1542 he
studied humanities, rhetoric and
classical languages in the Jesuit
College of Medina del Campo. He joined the Carmelite
Order in 1563, taking the name ‘John of St Matthias’.
This is where he met St Teresa of Jesus, an encounter
that changed their lives forever. St John experienced
opposition and even punishment for carrying out a
major reform of the Order with St Teresa of Avila. In
1568 John and others created the first reformed male
community, and he adopted the new name, ‘of the
Cross’, by which he would become universally known.
John is known popularly for his works, writings and
his poem The Dark Night of the Soul, about a time in
life when we do not feel God or devout things and God
seems silent, absent or distant. Deep spiritual growth
can occur during the ‘dark night’ since we no longer
depend on feelings but only on God who seems to
be silent. Most people experience the ‘dark night of
the Soul.’

2ND RITE OF RECONCILIATION
TUESDAY 21 DECEMBER 6.30 PM
We would like to invite all
parishioners to a second rite of
reconciliation to prepare ourselves in the best way for
the nativity of the Lord. The second rite of reconciliation
has been explained this weekend in our liturgy corner.
It is a time of grace and receiving reconciliation.
JOHN O’CALLAGHAN CENTRE
(ASPLEY PARISH HALL)
Further improvements are needed
to enable greater use of this hall in
the service of our parish community.
Costs for improving windows and doors, stage and
lighting, sound, painting, and the installation of air
conditioning are being totalled.
In this early stage of this Project, you can contribute in
many ways:







ASPLEY CARE is asking that we support their
valuable work by selecting a gift tag and
placing a gift under the tree or by donating food
items in the baskets provided by 19 December.

What new uses can be made of the hall? Who can
use it?
What other facilities need to be provided?
How can parishioners and friends contribute to the
costs?
What kinds of events can be provided in order to
increase parish community life and spirituality?

Your ideas and financial input will be a vital first step in
developing increased use of this parish facility.

Counters

* ROSTERS *
18/19 December

6.00 p.m. Mass
in anticipation of
Sunday

7.00 a.m Mass

9.00 a.m. Mass

5.00 p.m. Mass

Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion
Robyn Campbell(B)
Serena Hughes

Justin Bissell (B)
Helen Hollamby

Ike Soo Choon (B)
Sheldon Lopez

FlorenceBurns (B)
Sandra Tam

Ministers of the Word

Laptop Operator

First Reading
Frances Xavier
Second Reading
Rhonda Perkins
Prayer of the Faithful
Elvira Arpon

Light of Jesus
Family

First Reading
David Francis
Second Reading
Rod Campbell
Prayer of the Faithful
Margaret Campbell

Iva Spanevello

Sun

12 3rd Sunday of Advent

Mon

13 St Lucy

Tues

14 St John of the Cross

Wed

15

Light of Jesus
(Elvira & Allan
Arpon)

26 December
C Smith
R Volter
J Coates

Nancy
Rod/
Sylvester

Church Cleaning

First Reading
Jude Fernandes
Second Reading
Jenny Ferris
Prayer of the Faithful
Cheryl Fernandes

Volunteer please

Yvonne
Claude

First Reading
Kate O’Donnell
Second Reading
Jenny Bissell
Prayer of the Faithful
B. Kent

Volunteer please

Kelli
Di/Suzan

Dympna’s Diary

19 December
A Dunn
N Dunn
R Heskett
D Salvati

Music Ministry

10 December
Volunteer
18 December
Savio and Jinella
25 December
Volunteers
Nigel Hughes
2 January
Volunteers

HYMNS

18/19 DECEMBER

Bring Forth The Kingdom
Advent Chant
Strong and Constant
Like a Shepherd
Advent Litany (13-16)
O Come Divine Messiah

Thurs 16

COVID19 - Volunteers

Fri

17

Sat

18

Sun

19 4th Sunday of Advent

Marshalls: Two Volunteers for each Mass. (Marshalls should be less than 70 years
of age. If over 70, you must be prepared to wear a mask. Marshalls assist with Check-in
and ensure operation under the parish Covidsafe Plan. CovidSafe Government venue
number restrictions of 175 still in place.)
Cleaners: Every Mass or event must have at least SEVERAL people sanitise
church. (Cleaners are NOT restricted by age but must be in good health. If 70 or over,
you must be prepared to wear a mask.)

Reminder: 2nd Rite of Reconciliation
Tuesday 21 December 7.00pm

Music Ministry Cantors Rehearsal
Attention cantors and music ministry
1. European Union backflips on decision to
ban ‘Merry Christmas’
2. Catholic choir
members die in river
tragedy
3. Caritas a ‘beacon of light’ for communities
in need
4. Hong Kong’s new bishop promises bridge
building, healing
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASSES * Friday
Carols 4.30 pm
Mass 5.00 pm
Carols 8.30 pm
Mass 9.00 pm
Carols 11.30 pm

Christmas Mass hymn rehearsals have been organised for
those who would like to join us to
practice.

Rehearsals will be held on Thursday
evenings at:
7.00pm on 9, 16, 23 December

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES * Saturday
Mass Midnight
Mass 7.00 am, 9.00am
(No 8.00 am and 6.00 pm Mass)

Please arrive early. Register and Check-in at the door.

SUNDAY MASSES
7.00 am, 9.00 am,
5.00 pm

