
PARISH OF OUR LADY AND ST DYMPNA  
Parish Address: 479 Robinson Road West, Aspley 4034 

Parish Newsletter: First Sunday of Advent, Year C  28  November 2021 
Holy Days of Obligation (Australia): Feast of the Assumption (15 August) and Christmas Day (25 December). 

Parish School:   St Dympna’s Catholic Primary 

Principal:  Janet Smith 

Phone:   3263 6788 Fax: 3263 7551 

Email:    paspley@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Website:  www.stdympnas.qld.edu.au 

Parish Priest: Father Stanley Orji (Parish Priest Administrator) 
Parish Staff: Diane (Sacramental Coordinator)                                                                        
Katrina  & Sarah (Parish Secretaries)  Phone:  3862 9402  
Office hours: 9am to 1pm Monday - Friday  
Email:             aspley@bne.catholic.net.au  
Website:         www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com  

www.covid19.qld.gov

.au/check-in-qld 

Mass and                 

Service Times  

Weekend Mass  

Saturday 8.00 am 

6.00 pm  

Sunday 7.00 am, 

9.00 am 

and 5.00 

pm  

Weekday Mass 

Monday, 

Wednesday, 

Thursday and 

Friday 6.30 am 

School Mass 

Thursday 9.00 am 

Benediction and 

Adoration of the 

Blessed 

Sacrament: 

Exposition held 

after Mass Friday 

7.00 am - 9.00 am   

All are invited to join 

this devotion. 

Reconciliation 

After Mass      

Wed, Thurs, Fri 

and Sat (am) 

School Mass 

  

COME TO HIM AND FIND TO FULL LIFE  

 YOUTH EVENTS  
 

Everyone desires ’life to the full.’ We want to be truly happy. All of us want a full life,            

a meaningful life, a productive life - which is the life that God wants for us. Advent, which 

looks towards Christmas, is a time of grace when Christ comes to give us that life. Jesus 

himself explained the reason for coming to us at the first Christmas: ‘I have come that you 

may have life and have it to the full’ (John 10:10). In this way, he defined himself as being 

the life that all people seek. Also, he showed us that he is the way that leads to that life:      

‘I am the way, the truth and the life.’ (John 14: 6). Our Parish is inviting all our young people 

to some upcoming youth initiatives so that we may go on that road to life with Jesus       

(see page 2 for an invitation to a youth gathering event). Come and join the youth group        

from St Benedict’s Parish (Mango Hill) here in our parish on December 10 to pray, worship,         

explore scripture, share fun-filled companionship, celebrate a meal together and embrace   

a great opportunity for full life.  

 

SCHOOL MASS 
  

With Catholics throughout the world, we begin a new liturgical year with Advent, to embrace 

the opportunity for a fresh start for the soul and spirit. In Advent season, we leave time, find 

time, create time for a deep relationship with Jesus, to allow his gift of full life to spring 

up and grow to full stature in us. Throughout this third and fourth term we have brought 

many classes in our school to weekday and weekend masses to come to God. Last Sunday 

we celebrated the feast of Christ the King with our students in Prep on Sunday 5.00 pm 

Mass. This Sunday is our last weekend school Mass of the year and we will welcome our 

year 2 students and their families at our 5.00 pm Mass. God knows we need full life. God 

knows we need him. When you come to Mass, you are coming to God himself, who invites 

you to the Table of his Son from whom we all receive full life.  

  

COME TO THE EUCHARIST 
 

Advent helps us to prepare for Christmas in the right way 

through prayer and good use of our time. Time is all we 

have been given by God in this present life. Time and life 

are coterminous. Time starts when life begins and ends 

when life is over. Everything we do is how we use this      

precious gift of time. The only  account we can give to God 

as good stewards will be based on how we have used our 

time here on earth. The question that emerges for us is: 

Have I used my time for love, for others, for myself, for good 

and most importantly for God? Eternal life with God will   

depend on how we answer this one question. Coming to 

Mass is the best way to use our time for God. God invites 

you and your family to come to the Eucharist, the table of 

life every Sunday especially throughout Advent and       

Christmas season and  beyond.   

 

Come to him as living stones and let yourselves be built into a spiritual house. (1 Peter 2:5) 
  

Father Stanley 

https://www.facebook.com/OurLadyandStDympna/
http://www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com
https://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/check-in-qld
http://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/check-in-qld
http://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/check-in-qld


First Sunday of Advent 

First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 24:4-5,8-9,10,14  

To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 

Gospel: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia,alleluia!                                                            

Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your 

salvation.                                                                    

Alleluia! 

Acclamation of Faith: 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,  

we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come 

again. 

We give praise and thanks for blessings given and 

prayers answered. We pray for all our family 

members, parishioners and benefactors who are    

in need of prayer and for all those who are facing 

difficult times. We pray for them and for those who 

have asked for our prayers.    

CONDOLENCE: Our prayers and thoughts are 

with those who are mourning the death of loved 

ones. Especially: Salvatore Apruzzese, Paul Bravo, 

Edward Peter Chan, Claude D’Souza, Rex Hadfield 

and Mary Chan Lou 

SICKNESS: Our prayers are asked for people 

who are sick or housebound, and for all those who   

are in hospital, hospice or nursing homes.                  

Especially:  Father Peter Luton (former Parish 

Priest) and Maniles Bravo.  

If you would like the parish to pray for and have 

someone’s name listed in our prayers each week, 

Intention envelopes can be delivered to the         

Parish Office. 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

WE ARE ONE IN OUR PARISH 
 

Home visits Fr Stanley is available for 

home visitation for Communion, prayer or 

even just a ‘cuppa’.  

Altar Servers Would you or your child, or someone 

you know like to be part of our altar servers team?  

Blessings Would you like Fr Stanley to bless         

anything which is of great importance to you?      

Homes, cars, and devotional objects. 

Significant occasions Do you know anyone           

celebrating a special occasion, anniversary, birthday,        

achievement or milestone?  Please contact the parish 

office and it can be included in the Newsletter. 

Volunteers Would you or someone you know        

like to be a volunteer in our parish?  
 

If you are interested, please contact the parish office    

or Fr Stanley personally.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

PARISH YOUTH GROUP 
 
Our parish is inviting               
St Benedict's Parish (North 
Lakes) Youth Group, and all 
youth from our parish to come 
along and enjoy this evening 
of full life with Jesus. 
 

Father Stanley will be giving a talk to the group             
as well as leading some praise and worship. 

Friday 10 of December, 6.00 - 8.30pm 

Community News 

BREAK OPEN THE WORD 2022  
Readings, psalms and valuable        
reflections for Liturgical Year C which 
begins the first Sunday of Advent. 
Available at a discounted price of 
$10.00 in the church piety stall. 
 

This resource is most helpful as you prepare your 
reading for the Sundays on which you are rostered 
and we strongly recommend you purchase a copy.  

 

 AVAILABLE NOW IN THE PIETY STALL                                                
IN THE FOYER OF THE CHURCH! 

Are you a Minister of the Word?              

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE                             
VOLUNTEER VACCINATION POLICY 

People who require vaccination include volunteers who 
deliver or undertake activities:  

 

• with children and vulnerable adults  
• in homes, in workplaces, and hospitals and health 
care settings working with any person (this is not  
limited to children and vulnerable adults only) 

Typical volunteer roles that require to be vaccinated             
include: 

 Administration work in parish office 
 Hospital Chaplains 
 Outreach - Homeless Support including children 
 Safeguarding Local Officers 
 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to sick 

(Hospitals and Private Residence) 
 Ministries involving children such as: Catechists, 

Leaders of Children’s Liturgy  of the Word,           
Sacramental Coordinators and Altar Server       
Coordinators   

 
If you are in any of these roles, could you please email 
or present your Vaccination Certificate to the Parish        
Office before 15 December.   



Liturgy Corner 
 

THE ADVENT WREATH 

This weekend, we begin our     

celebration of Advent; a time      

set aside for us to prepare for the 

commemoration of our Saviour’s 

birth and to ponder Christ’s       

triumphant return at the end of 

time.  The Advent wreath is a    

long-standing tradition in the Christian faith originally  

adopted in the middle ages. 

The Advent wreath itself is rich in symbolism.            

For instance:  

 The circular shape of the wreath (without         

beginning or end) represents the eternity of    

God and his love for us. 

 The evergreen foliage traditionally comprises   

laurel (signifying victory over persecution and  

suffering) pine, holly and yew (representing     

immortality) and cedar (signifying strength       

and healing). 

 The four candles represent Jesus; ‘the Light       

of the world.’ (John 8:12) and signify Hope           

(1st Sunday), Faith (2nd Sunday), Joy (3rd Sunday) 

and Peace (4th Sunday). 

Our Parish School Story 
There is a garden between 
the church and the school 
which had been overgrown. 
The garden is now cleared 
and being restored.  

In 2019 all the children in  
the school contributed a          
decorated rock for a path 
which links the school (via  

the admin building) and the church, with the cross in 
the middle. This cross can be decorated for                
significant occasions.  

In part of the garden, Story Poles will highlight the    
history of our school and its charism. The graduating 
year 6 children helped design and paint 3 of the 6 
poles. One pole represents symbols of our Catholic 
Faith, the grounding of the school. Another pole       
represents Learning in our school and our focus on 
Wellbeing, in consideration of our parish patron St 
Dympna. The third painted pole reflects the theme    
this year of our graduating 
class about growing:  Plant-
ed by our families, growing 
in Faith. 

Please walk around the 
church and see the changes. 
The other poles will be    
completed in 2022. 

ST ANDREW 
   

Andrew, a fisherman from Bethsaida of 

Galilee and a disciple of John the Bap-

tist, was the first to be called by Jesus. 

So joyful at being called by the Lord he 

rushed to his brother St Peter and de-

clared “We have found the Lord”. He 

then introduced Peter to Jesus. This 

version is John’s account, but Mat-

thew’s account is different. Matthew reports that Jesus 

saw Peter and Andrew and called them to his ministry: 

“I will make you fishers of men”.  

Andrew preached the Good News in Achaea and in  

Patras around 60 AD and was martyred there, crucified 

on a diagonal cross. Today, this “spread eagle”         

crucifixion on a cross like an X is known as the Cross  

of St Andrew and is on the flag of Scotland as well as 

the United Kingdom. Andrew is the patron saint of    

fishermen, Greece, Romania, Ukraine, Russia and 

Scotland.  St Andrew pray for us. 

Aspley Care is asking that we support their 
valuable work by selecting a gift tag and placing 
a gift under the tree or by donating food items in 
the baskets provided by 19 December. 

Aspleycare 

NOVEMBER 28, 2021 1ST         

SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

November 28, 2021 1 st Sunday 

of Advent “But when these signs 

begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads   

because your redemption is at hand.” (Luke 21:28)   

We celebrate Advent each year in preparation for      

the birth of Jesus, His first coming, as we await His       

second coming. What will you do differently this Advent       

season to grow in friendship and love with Jesus? How 

will you inspire others to do the same? Start by sharing 

your God story with others, especially those closet to 

you. Invite and accompany them on their faith journey 

this Advent.  

(Accessed on November 17, 2021 from https:// 

www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/ 

weekly-bible-reflections)  



Marshalls:  Two Volunteers for each Mass. (Marshalls should be less 
than 70 years of age. If over 70, you must be prepared to wear a mask.      
Marshalls assist with Check-in and ensure operation under the parish Covid-
safe Plan. CovidSafe Government venue number restrictions of 175 still in 
place.)   

Cleaners: Every Mass or event must have at least SEVERAL people    
sanitise church. (Cleaners are NOT restricted by age but must be in good 
health.  If 70 or over, you must be prepared to wear a mask.)  

COVID19 - Volunteers 

Dympna’s Diary 

Sun 28 1st Sunday of Advent 

Mon 29  

Tues 30 St Andrew 

Wed 1  

Thurs 2  

Fri 3 St Francis Xavier 

Sat 4 Anniversary of the Dedication of the 

Cathedral of St Stephen 

Sun 5 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Reminder  

Attention cantors and music ministry 

Christmas mass hymn rehearsals have been organised for 

those who would like to join us to     

practise.  

Rehearsals will be held on Thursday 

evenings at: 

 7pm on 9, 16, 23 December 

Music Ministry Cantors Rehearsal 

*   R O S T E R S   *    

4/5 December Extraordinary Ministers Ministers of the Word Laptop Operator Music Ministry 

6.00 p.m. Mass       
in anticipation of 
Sunday 

 
B. McGorry (B) 
L. McGorry  

First Reading 
J. Mascarenhas 
Second Reading 
L. Dutton 
Prayer of the Faithful 
M. Cafe  

Volunteer please  
Yvonne 
Suzan/Di/ 
Marie  

7.00 a.m Mass 

 

 
A.Spanevello (B) 
I.Spanevello  

First Reading 
D. Chiavaro 
Second Reading 
J. Frayne 
Prayer of the Faithful 
M. Campbell  

M. Blight  
Nancy 
David F. 
/Mike  

9.00 a.m. Mass  
J. Fernandes (B) 
C. Fernandes  

First Reading 
I.Soo Choon 
Second Reading 
K. Brough 
Prayer of the Faithful 
P. Mawaka  

J. Ferris  
Judith 
Men’s Choir  

5.00 p.m. Mass   
F. Gowans (B) 
J. Bissell  

First Reading 
B. Hopewell 
Second Reading 
M. Hopewell 
Prayer of the Faithful 
K. O’Donnell  

Volunteer please  
Kelli 
Claude  

Counters 
 
5 December 
C. Smith 
 R. Volter 
J. Coates 
 
12 December       
P.Hislop 
K. Hislop 
I. Dennison 
B. Dennison 

 

Church Cleaning  

4 December      
David Francis  
10 December 
Volunteer                   
25 December           
Volunteers                
Nigel Hughes        
 

HYMNS 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 4-7) 
Open My Eyes Lord 
Advent Litany (5-8 verses) 
As Gentle As Silence 
Wait for the Lord (sung thrice) 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASSES  *  Friday  
Carols    4.30 pm         Mass   5.00 pm 
Carols    8.30 pm Mass   9.00 pm 

Carols  11.30 pm 
 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES  *  Saturday  

Mass  Midnight 

Mass  7.00 am,  9.00am 

(No 8.00 am and 6.00 pm Mass) 

SUNDAY MASSES   

7.00 am,  9.00 am,  

5.00 pm 

VOLUNTEER ROSTERS 

ARE YOU GOING ON 

HOLIDAYS? 

The rosters for December 

and January are currently 

being prepared. We ask 

that all parish volunteers 

who are going to be absent or unable to assist 

during these months, to please let the parish 

office by 12 December.  


