
PARISH OF OUR LADY AND ST DYMPNA  
Parish Address: 479 Robinson Road West, Aspley 4034 

Parish Newsletter 14 March 2021, 4th Sunday of Lent, Year B                                      
Holy days of Obligation: In Australia we have the Feast of the Assumption (15 August) and Christmas Day (25 December). 
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www.trybooking.com/
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Mass and  

Service Times  

Weekend Mass  

Saturday 6.00pm  

Sunday 7.00am, 

9.00am 

& 

5.00pm  

Weekday Mass 

Mon, Tue, 

Wed and Fri 

(NO 

Thursday 

Mass) 

6.30am  

 Exceptions 

Saturday 

and  

Public 

Holidays 

8.00am  

 

Benediction and 

Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament: 

Exposition after Friday 

Mass until 9.00 am has 

resumed.  All are invited 

to join this devotion.   

See Page 3  

Reconciliation 

By appointment  

Parish School:   St Dympna’s Catholic Primary 

Principal:  Janet Smith 

Phone:   3263 6788 Fax: 3263 7551 

Email:    paspley@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Website:  www.stdympnas.qld.edu.au 

Parish Priest: Father Sunny Mathew  
Parish Staff: Diane (Sacramental Coordinator) Katrina (Administration) 
Office hours:  9am to 1pm Monday - Friday                                          
Phone:    3862 9402  
Email:   aspley@bne.catholic.net.au 
Website:  www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT                                                      
2 Chr 36:14-16,19-23; Eph 2:4-10; John 3:14-21 
Last Sunday’s gospel reading spoke of destroying and      
rebuilding the Temple, though we know Jesus was referring 
to himself. Today’s first reading (2 Chr 36:14-16,19-23)     
reflects on how Israel’s sins led to the destruction of the First 
Temple and exile in Babylon, and how Cyrus, King of Persia, 
reported his commission to build a new temple in Jerusalem 
and to free the Israelites to return there. Cyrus is thus shown 
to be the opposite of Pharaoh in the time of the Exodus, for had at every turn Pharaoh 
resisted letting the Israelites go, even for only a few days to sacrifice to God in the   
wilderness. Curiously, Cyrus’ last word, the last word of 2 Chronicles itself, is the same 
verb as found in Abraham’s story two weeks ago (‘alah). It is translated here as “Let 
him ascend [to Jerusalem]”, consistent both with the traditional reading indicated by 
the Septuagint and the general reference for going to Jerusalem, but it may also read 
“Let him offer”. Cyrus, unbidden by the Israelites, frees them and encourages them to 
worship God. Cyrus’ apparently extraordinary action is therefore seen as having been 
motivated by God. Whatever the political motives for Cyrus’ actions, our literary         
character is a God-fearing Gentile, a just king and the anointed agent of God in all 
ways he is the very opposite of Egypt’s Pharaoh.  

Cyrus’ unbidden actions have some parallel in the second reading (Eph 2:4-10) which 
in the last verse employs the word poiēma (things that have been made), translated for 
us as “work of art”. The only other instance of this noun in the New Testament is in  
Romans 1:20 (translated “the things [God] has made”). In both instanes creature could 
also be a suitable translation, but in both it also refers to that which has been saved in 
God’s act of salvation. This act of salvation is as unbidden as the act of creation, which 
the next word in Ephesians points to (ktisthentes; those having been created), a      
related form of which appears in Romans 1:25. This is the theologically important point 
of this word and its context: creation and salvation, making and repairing, or forming 
and reforming, are two facets of a single divine impulse. Ephesians points to the     
twofold mystery: God creates humankind, which tradition holds was in the image of the 
Son; and the salvation wrought in Jesus Christ the Son recreates us into that intended 
image (see also Eph 1:3-7). The saving work of God is a manifestation of that same 
love that founds the act of creation itself. At the metaphorical level the first and second 
readings are in parallel: Babylon, the land of exile due to sin, is the state of sin in which 
we are separated from God’s intended state for us; it is God’s unbidden initiative and 
doing that brings us back, just as God’s unbidden act of creation brought us into being.   

These two themes, that is, God’s love that founds creation and salvation, and Christ as 
the agent of creation and salvation, are also present in today’s gospel (John 3:14-21; 
see also the reflection for the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 14 September). The first 
link is clear, being found in the references to God’s “great love for the world”. The       
second is less obvious, and yet, as is so typical of John, it involves an even deeper, 
incarnational layer that is conveyed only indirectly, imaginatively. It is located in the 
reference to the image of the bronze serpent lifted up in view of those bitten by            
serpents. In the desert, the image of that which causes the injury becomes the cause 
of healing. But the image of the thing stands in for the thing itself (like synecdoche, a 
figure of speech), here revealing that at God’s instigation the injurer then heals the  
injury. In this case,  Jesus the man heals what human beings had hurt; salvation can 
be achieved only by God the creator, and this is manifest in Christ, God truly incarnate, 
such that in his true humanity is humanity’s salvation wrought. Excerpt: Liturgia.com 
Text: Homily Help - Rev Dr Barry Craig -  4th Sunday in Lent - Year B Image: 
Unsplash.com 
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4th Sunday of Lent 

First Reading: 2 Chronicles 36: 14-16, 19-23 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 136 Let my tongue 

be silenced, if I every forget you! 

Second Reading  Ephesians 2: 4-10 

Gospel: John 3: 14-21 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

God love the world so much, he gave us his only 

Son, that all who believe in him might have eternal 

life. Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Acclamation of Faith: 

Save us Saviour of the World                                       

for by Your Cross  and Resurrection,                           

You have set us free. 

We give praise and thanks for blessings given and 

prayers answered. We pray for all our family 

members, parishioners and benefactors who are in 

need of prayer and for all those who are facing 

difficult times. We pray for them and for those who 

have asked for our prayers.    

CONDOLENCE: Our prayers and thoughts are with 
those who are mourning the death of loved ones.  

Especially:   Renzo and Maria Accornero,          

Father Peter Gillam, Italo Silvano Rossitto.  

SICKNESS: Our prayers  are  asked  for  people 

who are sick or housebound, and for all those who 

are in hospital, hospice or nursing homes.    

If you would like the parish to pray for and have 
someone’s name listed in our prayers each week, 
Intention envelopes can be delivered to the Parish 
office.   

Liturgy of the Word 

Position Vacant Casual School Crossing Supervisor  

 

A position exists for a Casual School Crossing  Supervisor at St Dympna's Primary School. 

 

 A School Crossing Supervisor must be able to work in all-weather conditions, 

  Up to 1 hour and 30 mins per day - a maximum of up to 5 days per fortnight (on a rostered basis). 

 Relief opportunities on your rostered days off. 

Pay Rate $31.11 per hour. 

 

Commencement of employment for the successful applicant is dependent on: 

 The favourable outcome of a health assessment. 

A Positive Notice Blue Card (you do not need to have a blue card to apply for the position). 

For further information regarding this please contact St Dympna’s school administration Ph 3253 6788. 

                      

 

PLEASE NOTE: PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

 GOOD FRIDAY 2nd APRIL                               

 EASTER MONDAY 5 April (Public Holiday)      

to 9 April      

PALM SUNDAY                 

27/28 March 

Blessing of Palms               

All Masses 

HOLY THURSDAY 

1st April 

7:00 pm -  Mass of the 

Lord's Supper 

GOOD FRIDAY 

2nd April 

10:00 am -  Stations of the 

Cross 

3:00 pm - Celebration of 

the Lord's Passion 

HOLY SATURDAY  

3rd April 

  

6:00 pm -   Easter Vigil  

EASTER SUNDAY 

4 April 

  

7:00 am and 9:00am 

(NO 5:00pm) 



Lent 2021 began on  Ash Wednesday, 17 February and 
ends on Saturday, 3 April.    

Lent is a penitential season of prayer, self-denial and 
helping  others.  In this season, the whole Church       
prepares for Easter with those people who are to be   
baptised. Other celebrations in Lent (e.g. marriage) must 
take account of the spirit of penance; musical                
instruments are only used to sustain singing, and floral 
decoration is very simple.  

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast and  
abstinence.  The law of fasting binds those who have 
completed their eighteenth year until the beginning of  
their sixtieth year; the law of abstinence binds those who 
have completed their fourteenth year.                                                                                                           

Stations of the Cross 
From 26 February 2021 
will be held in the Church 
every Friday evening 

(excluding Good Friday) from 7 pm. They will also be held 
at 10 am on Good Friday morning (2nd  April 2021).                                                                                 
Online link to Stations of the Cross:                                  
https://www.catholic.org/prayers/station.php 

LENT  

     Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 28

th
 of February 2021 

Arsad, an Indonesian farmer, had no toilet at home and 

was often sick due to the practice of open defecation. 

Through Caritas Australia’s support, Arsad and his 

community improved hygiene and sanitation, and fund-

ed their own toilets.  

Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 and 

help improve health and wellbeing of communi-

ties in Indonesia so they can work towards eradi-

cating poverty, providing a better future for all.  

You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by 
visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or          
phoning 1800 024 413. 

SACRAMENT OF  PENANCE   
UPDATE  - This week the children 
are exploring how to Examine their 
Conscience.  They are also delving 
deeper into what Reconciliation    

really means for themselves and for those around 
them.  We ask you to continue to keep them in your   
prayers through this preparation time.   

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PARISH 

 
All donations, to planned giving support the running 
of the Our Lady and St Dympna Parish, Aspley. We 
are truly thankful to the parishioners who continue to 
give for the support of our parish and clergy.  Please 
see to the following ways you can financially support 
the works of the parish:   

1. Electronic Funds Transfer – Regular            
Contribution through Direct Debit. Please   
complete Direct Debit Form:                                                               
http://www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com/
uploads/3/4/4/7/34477223/
adf_direct_debit_request_application.pdf 

2. Electronic Funds Transfer – One-Off         
Donation : 
BSB Number: 064 786 
Account Number: 00592110 
Account Name: Our Lady and St Dympna 
Reference: Your Name and Ministry  

3. Giving App:  
https://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
auth/login  

4. Giving Envelopes:  If you wish to apply or 
change your planned giving arrangement using 
the  envelopes, please contact the parish      
office. 

5. Via the Collection Box: with cash or cheque 
during our Masses 

6. Mail: cheques only please  

We are truly grateful to everyone, particularly in the 
difficult times over the past year. Please contact the 
parish office if you have any questions or require   
assistance.    

Thank you for your consideration and ongoing      
support. 

Stewardship Reflection - March 14, 2021 4th Sunday of Lent                                                  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son…” - John 3:16 Of all the wonderful gifts that 

God has given to us, the gift of His own Son is truly the greatest. How can we ever thank God for a gift like 

that? God does not ask us to sacrifice our own precious firstborn, but He does ask that we are grateful and  

generous with our God-given gifts. That we nurture and develop our gifts, and in gratitude, generously give 

back with increase our time in prayer, our talent in charitable works and our treasure to support the mission and 

ministry of our parish and greater Church. (Accessed on February 16, 2021 from https:// www.archstl.org/about-

stewardship/bulletin-inserts/ weekly-bible-reflections)  
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R o s t e r s  

21/22 March 

Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy 

Communion 

Ministers of the Word Altar Servers Laptop Operator Music Ministry 

6.00 p.m. Mass in 
anticipation of Sunday 

  
  
  
Sr M. Costello (B) 
R. Campbell 

First Reading 
J. Mascarenhas 
Second 
Reading 
E. Danker 
Prayers of 
the Faithful 
I.Dove 

  
  
  
Volunteer please 

Light of Jesus 

7.00 a.m Mass 
 

  
  
  
D. Volter (B) 
R. Volter 

First Reading 
R. Campbell 
Second Reading 
G. Bortuzzo 
Prayers of the 
Faithful 
M. Campbell 

  

  
  
  
R.  Campbell 

Nancy Sylvester Mike 

9.00 a.m. Mass   
  
  
R. Heskett (B) 
C. Heskett 

First Reading 
J. Fernandes 
Second 
Reading 
J. Frayne 
Prayers of the 
Faithful 
C. Fernandes 

  

  
  
  
J. Ferris 

Yvonne 
Claude 

5.00 p.m. Mass    
  
  
G. Dias (B) 
F. Gowans 
  
  

Childrens Mass    Volunteer please 
Childrens Mass 
 

Counters:                   
 
14 March 
J. Bissell 
M. Aitkin 
B. McGorry 
N. Hughes 
 
21 March 
G. Cox 
D. Francis 
D.McCudden 
C. Leung. 

Cleaning 
Church: 
20 March           

Savio and Jinella 

27 March 

Volunteers Nigel 

Hughes               
3 April                 

David Francis               
9 April Volunteer 

 

 COVID19  VOLUNTEERS: 
 
Marshalls:  2 Volunteers for each Mass. 
(Marshalls should be less than 70 years of 
age. If over 70, you must be prepared to 
wear a mask.) 
 
Cleaners: Every Mass or event must have 
at least SEVERAL people who stay behind 
to sanitise church. (Cleaners are NOT 
restricted by age but must be in good health. 
If 70 or over, you must be prepared to wear 
a mask.)   

 HYMNS: 

A New Heart for A New World 
Bread of Life 
Companion on the Journey 

5th Sunday of Lent 

First Reading: Jeremiah           

31:31-34 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 

50:3-4, 12-15 Create a clean 

heart in me, O God. 

Second Reading                        

Hebrews 5:7-9 

Gospel: John 12:20-33 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Glory and praise to you, Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

I am the resurrection and the life, 

says the Lord; whoever believes 

in me will not die for ever. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Next week’s Liturgy 

Sun 14 4th Sunday of Lent 

Mon 15  

Tues 16  

Wed 17 St Patrick, bishop 

Thurs 18 Collect of St Cyril of 

Jerusalem, bishop, 

Fri 19  

Sat 20  

Sun 21 5th Sunday of Lent 

Date Claimers:                             

4 April at 4.30am Salubong 

(Traditional Filipino Easter 

Dawn Celebration :         

Please book online.                                         

Dympna’s Diary The Catholic Leader 

Dear Parishioners,  
As the Catholic Leader is now changing to a monthly 
publication, the way we distribute it is changing.  
Thank you to the people who responded and gave 
their orders to the Piety Stall.  To make it as simple 
as possible, I would like to advise you of all your   
options:   

OPTION 1 :  Collect Catholic Leader monthly from 
Piety Stall and pay $4 at time of collection .           
OPTION 2: Contact the Catholic Leader office and 
pay an annual subscription of $50 and have paper 
delivered to your home (postage is included). To   
order, either phone  3324 3555   OR   email:  
www.catholicleader.com.au  (page 1 at top click on 
square “Subscribe Here Now”). OPTION 3 : To buy 
an online subscription at $25 using email details. 

If you have put your order in at Piety Stall and          
decide on a different option, just let us know at the 
Piety Stall so we can take your name off our order 
list.  Thank you, Jenny  SVDP Piety Stall.  
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