
PARISH OF OUR LADY AND ST DYMPNA  
Parish Address: 479 Robinson Road West, Aspley 4034 

Parish Newsletter 28 February 2021, 2nd Sunday of Lent, Year B                               
Holy days of Obligation: In Australia we have the Feast of the Assumption (15 August) and Christmas Day (25 December). 

https://

www.trybooking.com/

BJXIV 

Mass and  

Service Times  

Weekend Mass  

Saturday 6.00pm  

Sunday 7.00am, 

9.00am 

& 

5.00pm  

Weekday Mass 

Mon, Tue, 

Wed and Fri 

(NO 

Thursday 

Mass) 

6.30am  

 Exceptions 

Saturday 

and  

Public 

Holidays 

8.00am  

 

Benediction and 

Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament: 

Exposition after Friday 

Mass until 9.00 am has 

resumed.  All are invited 

to join this devotion.   

See Page 3  

Reconciliation 

By appointment  

Parish School:   St Dympna’s Catholic Primary 

Principal:  Janet Smith 

Phone:   3263 6788 Fax: 3263 7551 

Email:    paspley@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Website:  www.stdympnas.qld.edu.au 

Parish Priest: Father Sunny Mathew  
Parish Staff: Diane (Sacramental Coordinator) Katrina 
(Administration) 

Office hours:  9am to 1pm Monday - Friday                                          
Phone:    3862 9402  
Email:   aspley@bne.catholic.net.au 

Gen 22:1-2,9-13,15-18; Rom 8:31-34; Mark 9:2-10 
 
Each year this Sunday’s first reading is an episode in 
Abraham’s life (Gen 12:1-4, excerpts from 22:1-19 and 
15:5-18 in years A, B, C respectively), and the gospel 

is of the transfiguration. This use of the account of the transfiguration became important in 
late antiquity as part of the program of preparation of catechumens for baptism at Easter, 
but why does our Lectionary persistently juxtapose it with Abraham? A closer look at the 
given forms of the Abraham stories reveals a common thread—God’s promise to make 
Abraham a great nation (year A), his descendants as numerous as the stars or grains of 
sand (B), and his descendants to number as the stars (C). In two we find that all tribes (A) 
or nations (B) of the earth shall bless themselves by Abraham (A) or by his descendants 
(B). The juxtaposition is oriented to presenting Jesus as the fulfilment not only of the Law 
(Moses) and the Prophets (Elijah) but as the surprising fulfillment of the promises to Abra-
ham who now has in Jesus, by faith, descendants from all nations.   

 

By a linguistic oddity today’s Abraham story (Gen 22:1-2,9-13,15-18) may be called The 
Sacrifice of Abraham, as we have it in the First Eucharistic Prayer, or The Sacrifice of 
Isaac, as it often is in art, but the Jewish tradition has it is The Binding of Isaac. It is an   
unsettling story, depending on how it is interpreted, since it indicates child-sacrifice. It thus 
becomes fodder for atheist critics who read it literally in the worst of fundamentalist        
approaches to Scripture. These Genesis stories are not for those given to reading           
Scripture with absolute certainty, nor from the limitations of any particular translation—all 
translations miss something; there are simply too many greys in the redaction layers 
across the oral and written traditions for any claim to certainty. Thus, for example, v.2 may 
be read “Take now your son, the only one whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer/ raise/ exalt [‘alah] him there as an offering [‘olah] on one of the mountains I tell 
you.” At least one rabbinic tradition notes that Abraham is told to offer/ exalt Isaac 
not sacrifice/ slaughter [zavaḥ] him. In others, Isaac is presented as active, not passive, 
and is willing to be offered. 
 

There are too many such layers to explore here, but we should note the storyline’s      
characters, which in this genre may even be inanimate objects. In the full story, which may 
be read at the Easter Vigil, the characters are, in order of appearance: God, Abraham the 
father, Isaac the son, the mountain, the ass and two servants, wood, the altar, the            
unmentioned fetters, the knife, an angel, and the ram. Today’s short form omits Isaac         
carrying the wood up the mountain and his being bound, the factors so important to        
ancient Christian teaching which held the mountain to prefigure Calvary; Isaac the son, 
Jesus the Son; the wood, the Cross; the binding fetters, the fixing nails. These factors are 
important for the reading at the Easter Vigil with its connection to the crucifixion, but their 
omission today indicates another concern here.  

 

The gospel account’s characters are Jesus, three disciples, the mountain, his clothes, 
brightness, Elijah, Moses, cloud and shadow, and the voice. The mountain links to today’s 
Abraham story. By tradition Abraham’s mountain is identified with Jerusalem’s Temple 
Mount, but the thematic links to the crucifixion allow an association with nearby Calvary. 
Common to what unfolds on each height is theophany. The two stories have other links 
that the above notes should help identify. First, Isaac the son is the beloved of his father, 
and the transfiguration’s voice affirms that Jesus is the beloved Son. Second, in a contrast, 
Abraham is told to offer/exalt his son, but Jesus is indeed transfigured (glorified, exalted).    

  

The overlapping nuances of verbs offer, glorify, exalt, raise, and lift up are too extensive to 
cover here, but compare 2 Cor 3:18, one of only four instances of the 
verb transfigure (metamorphoō) in the New Testament, the other two being Matthew 17:2 
and Romans 12:2; see also the reflection for the Fifth Sunday of Lent B.] Thus the offering 
that obedient Abraham assented to but could not complete was done by God the Father, 
and what the willing Isaac could not achieve is accomplished in Jesus, raised or exalted on 
the cross and raised to life, in whom peoples of all nations are blessed.    

Excerpt: Liturgia.com Homily Help - Rev Dr Barry Craig -  2nd Sunday in Lent - Year B  
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2nd Sunday of Lent 

First Reading: Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 115:10,15-19                               

I will walk in the presence of the Lord, I 

n the land of the living. 

Second Reading   Romans 8:31-34 

Gospel: Mark 9:2-10 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: 

this is my beloved Son, hear him.                              

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Acclamation of Faith: 

Save us Saviour of the World                                       

for by Your Cross  and Resurrection,                           

You have set us free. 

We give praise and thanks for blessings given and 

prayers answered. We pray for all our family 

members, parishioners and benefactors who are in 

need of prayer and for all those who are facing 

difficult times. We pray for them and for those who 

have asked for our prayers.    

CONDOLENCE: Our prayers and thoughts are with 
those who are mourning the death of loved ones.  

Especially:   Maria Accornero, Eduardo and 

Alejandro Calaycay, Zac Cinco,                      

William (Bill) Dove,  Ester and Nic Idica,            

Ramos Sisters and Salvatore Spucches.  

SICKNESS: Our prayers  are  asked  for  people 

who are sick or housebound, and for all those who 

are in hospital, hospice or nursing homes.    

If you would like the parish to pray for and have 
someone’s name listed in our prayers each week, 
Intention envelopes can be delivered to the Parish 
office.   

Liturgy of the Word 

Baptism 

Are you committed to your Catholic faith? Are you   
willing to share this faith with others who are             
interested?  Our parish is looking to set up a team who 
can guide and explore the Catholic faith with adults 
who are  wishing to explore more about the Catholic 
faith.  There will be training available through the             
Archdiocese of Brisbane. Please ring the parish office 
if you are interested in this ministry.   

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

Baptism preparation:  

3rd Saturday 10.30am 

Infant Baptism:  

2nd & 4th Sunday after 9am Mass  

 

Please allow 3 months notice to Parish for Baptism.   

Further information and application for Baptism: http://
www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com/baptism.html 

Please allow 6 months notice to Parish for Marriage.  

Further information:                                                              

http://www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com/

marriage.html  

You are most welcome to contact the Parish Office for 

further information.  Phone: 3862 9402 

Marriage 

WARNING: EMAIL AND TEXT 
MESSAGE SCAMS TARGETING 

CHURCH MEMBERS                                 
BY IMPERSONATING CLERGY  

If you receive an email that appears to be from the 
Parish Priest or another clergy person, asking you to 
take some kind of unusual action such as click a link 
or download an attachment you didn’t request, send   
money to a specified account, purchase gift cards and 
reply with the serial numbers, or simply to reply   
quickly. Watch out! It could be a form of email 
“phishing” known as “whaling”  .  Aspley Parish will not 
be sending any sort of emails requesting money etc. 
Please be aware of these sorts of scams! 

SACRAMENT OF  PENANCE 

UPDATE - This week the children 

start looking at the Choices that 

they make, and at the effect that 

these choices have on those around them: the ‘ripple 

effect’ of good and bad choices.   

Please keep these children and their families in your 

prayers as they progress through their preparation for 

the Sacrament of Penance. 

http://www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com/baptism.html
http://www.ourladyandstdympnaparish.com/baptism.html
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Lent 2021 began on  Ash Wednesday, 17 February and 
ends on Saturday, 3 April.   

Lent is a penitential season of prayer, self-denial and 
helping  others.  In this season, the whole Church       
prepares for Easter with those people who are to be   
baptised. Other celebrations in Lent (e.g. marriage) must 
take account of the spirit of penance; musical                
instruments are only used to sustain singing, and floral 
decoration are very simple. 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast and  
abstinence.  The law of fasting binds those who have 
completed their eighteenth year until the beginning of  
their sixtieth year; the law of abstinence binds those who 
have completed their fourteenth year.                                                                                                           

Stations of the Cross 
From 26 February 2021 
will be held in the Church 
every Friday evening 

(excluding Good Friday) from 7 pm. They will also be held 
at 10 am on Good Friday morning (2nd  April 2021).                                                                                 
Online link to Stations of the Cross:                                  
https://www.catholic.org/prayers/station.php 

LENT  

The Holy Week and Easter rosters will be prepared in 

the coming weeks.  Could you please let the parish 

office know if you are going to be away over the 

Easter period.   Thank you. 

Holy Week and Easter Rosters 

  

Second Sunday of Lent 

28
th
 of February 2021 

Margret is a teacher at a vocational school for deaf students in the Solomon Islands that suffered long-term wa-
ter shortages and damage from Tropical Cyclone Harold. With Caritas Australia’s support, Margret’s school in-
stalled water tanks, repaired cyclone damage and implemented COVID-19 prevention measures, and is now 
planning to boost food security. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 and help people living with disabilities in the Solomon 
Islands gain access to education and clean water, empowering them with skills to protect our com-
mon home. 

You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or          
phoning 1800 024 413. 

  

Position Vacant 
Casual School Crossing         

Supervisor 
A position exists for a Casual School Crossing    
Supervisor at St Dympna's Primary School. 

 A School Crossing Supervisor must be able to 
work in all-weather conditions, 

  Up to 1 hour and 30 mins per day - a maximum 
of up to 5 days per fortnight (on a rostered basis). 

 Relief opportunities on your rostered days off. 
Pay Rate $31.11 per hour. 
Commencement of employment for the successful 
applicant is dependent on: 

 The favourable outcome of a health assess-
ment. 
A Positive Notice Blue Card (you do not need to 
have a blue card to apply for the position). 

School Prep Enrolments 2022 

Please submit enrolment application immediately to ensure a place next year. Siblings are given places ahead of 
new families, but we need enrolment forms to ensure the correct number of sibling place are reserved. New 
Catholic families are being interviewed next month.  

Ph: 3263 6788 or http://www.stdympnas.qld.edu.au/Enrolment/Pages/default.aspx  

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/8CJLCyojOMhrJ1kmiZZBil?domain=catholic.org
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R o s t e r s  

6/7 March 

Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy 

Communion 

Ministers of the Word Altar Servers Laptop Operator Music Ministry 

6.00 p.m. Mass in 
anticipation of Sunday 

  
  
  
L. Dutton (B) 
G. Cox (B) 

First Reading 
L. McGorry 
Second 
Reading 
S. Cuacong 
Prayers of 
the Faithful 
R. Perkins 

  

  
  
  
B. McGorry 

Yvonne 
Di/ 
Marie/ 
Suzan 

7.00 a.m Mass 
 

  
  
  
J. Coates (B) 
J. Vitaliano 

First Reading 
D. Francis 
Second Reading 
G. Bortuzzo 
Prayers of the 
Faithful 
D. Chiavaro 

  

  
  
  
S. Vitaliano 

Nancy 
David 
Rod 

9.00 a.m. Mass   
  
  
C. Ware (B) 
A. Ware 

First Reading 
K. Taatu 
Second 
Reading 
E. Taatu 
Prayers of the 
Faithful 
B. Simmons 

  

  
  
  
Volunteer please 

Judith 
Mens Choir 

5.00 p.m. Mass    
  
  
K. O’Donnell (B) 
H. Boevink 

First Reading 
D. Moldrich 
Second Reading 
R. Meekoms 
Prayers of the 
Faithful 
J. Bissell 

   B. Hopewell 
Kelli 
Di 

Counters:                   
 
28 February 
M. Stack. 
G. Strathdee 
A. Hill 
L. Johnson 
 
7 March 
D. O’Keefe 
P. Skehan 
M. Skehan 
M. Lalor 

Cleaning 
Church: 
27 February 
Volunteers              
Nigel Hughes 
6 March 
David Francis             

12 March 

Volunteer           

20 March           

Savio and Jinella 

27 March 

Volunteers Nigel 

Hughes  

 COVID19  VOLUNTEERS: 
 
Marshalls:  2 Volunteers for each Mass. 
(Marshalls should be less than 70 years of 
age. If over 70, you must be prepared to 
wear a mask.) 
 
Cleaners: Every Mass or event must have 
at least SEVERAL people who stay behind 
to sanitise church. (Cleaners are NOT 
restricted by age but must be in good health. 
If 70 or over, you must be prepared to wear 
a mask.)   

 HYMNS: 

A New Commandment 
A New Heart for a New World 
All People that on Earth do dwell 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 

18: 8-11 

Lord, you have the words of  ev-

erlasting life. 

Second Reading                        

1 Corinthians 1: 22-25 

Gospel: John 2: 13-25 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord 

Jesus Christ!  

Lord, you are truly the Saviour of 

the world;  

give me living water, that I may 

never thirst again.  

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord 

Jesus Christ! 

Next week’s Liturgy 

Sun 28 2nd Sunday of Lent 

Mon 1  

Tues 2  

Wed 3  

Thurs 4 Collect of St Casimir 

Fri 5 Autumn Ember Day 

Sat 6  

Sun 7 3rd Sunday of Lent 

Date Claimers:                                                    

5 M arch—World Day of  

Prayer ,  Un i t ing Church,  

Asp ley.   

Dympna’s Diary The Catholic Leader 

Dear Parishioners,  
As the Catholic Leader is now changing to a monthly 
publication, the way we distribute it is changing.  
Thank you to the people who responded and gave 
their orders to the Piety Stall.  To make it as simple 
as possible, I would like to advise you of all your   
options:   

OPTION 1 :  Collect Catholic Leader monthly from 
Piety Stall and pay $4 at time of collection .           
OPTION 2: Contact the Catholic Leader office and 
pay an annual subscription of $50 and have paper 
delivered to your home (postage is included). To   
order, either phone  3324 3555   OR   email:  
www.catholicleader.com.au  (page 1 at top click on 
square “Subscribe Here Now”). OPTION 3 : To buy 
an online subscription at $25 using email details. 

If you have put your order in at Piety Stall and          
decide on a different option, just let us know at the 
Piety Stall so we can take your name off our order 
list.  Thank you, Jenny  SVDP Piety Stall.  

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ts6ICQnMqvhk3jDGux0JTB?domain=catholicleader.com.au

